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A love for 
the land 
on Linden
Plantation 
has led to 
a surprising
tenant: honeybees

GLEN 
ALLAN 
GOLD

BY BOYCE UPHOLT
PHOTOGRAPHY BY RORY DOYLE

Dinkins’s great-grandfather bought Linden Plantation, the
oldest home site in Washington County, in 1898. But Dinkins was
raised in Greenville, with little exposure to farming. It was not
until he left for college that his mother moved back to the
plantation. When he visited, he found the peace and quiet
restorative.

So in 1997 he launched Esperanza Outdoors—a business that
he dreamed might help him make use of his family’s land. In 2006,

Cameron Dinkins doesn’t call himself a
farmer. “I am a farmer for wildlife,” he says.
“I love working the land, planting crops, all
that. I just leave what I grow in the field.”
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The plantation home, which over 100
years ago replaced an even earlier home,
once hosted Theodore Roosevelt.
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Dinkins and his wife Whitney moved onto the
plantation nearly 10 years ago, and since have
worked to bring more diversity to their land
use—including, now, the presence of bees.

he moved back himself, and began to buy more land nearby.
He already leased land to hunters, and, realizing much of his

new holdings were marginal cropland, decided it would be worth
more to restore woods and wetlands. In 2008, he launched a
corporate hunting club, and five years later shifted to guided
hunts.

He still leases land for farming. “We finally found a farmer who
doesn’t mind working with me to create more of a balance of uses
on our land,” Dinkins says. A quarter of the land is devoted to
wetlands and timber. By marrying farming and with wilderness
restoration, Dinkins says he gets more than just a rent check. He
gets to share this place with people rom all over the country who
want to experience the Delta. “And I think the land is healthier
because of it,” he says.

It’s certainly attracted ducks and dove, and therefore plenty of
hunters. And now it’s not just birds he’s managing—but bees. The
sunflower rows used for dove hunts are a good, late-season source
of nectar. He believes that the American lotus growing in his
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Dinkins compares the bees’ knowledge of their hives to GPS.
“Move a hive four or five feet in any direction, and they are
thrown off,” he says. By performing a “waggle dance,” the
bees can communicate to one another where they’ve found
water and nectar.
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The honey, raw and unfiltered, sold out within weeks. So this
year, Dinkins doubled his hives. He adjusted his planting
schedule so that the bees should get more nectar, and he hopes
that this October he’ll have as much as four times as much honey
as last year.

One hot day this summer, Dinkins drove me across his land
to his hives, pausing in places to talk about why he loves this
landscape. He is always dreaming up new ways to share the Delta
with his clients. He’s contemplating fishing charters, quail hunts,
and Mississippi river expeditions; his business partner, Stewart
Robinson, cooks meals for guests with locally sourced game and
hand-foraged ingredients from the woods—and, of course,
Linden honey.

At the hives, Dinkins stops to admire the industry and
intelligence of the bees—millions of them—thriving on his land.
“Every bee knows which box he goes in,” he says. “They know
where they belong.” They’re not the only ones. DM

wetlands is an apian favorite, too. “The management we’re doing
for waterfowl and upland bird hunts, that’s what makes this such
a great apiary,” Dinkins says.

Dinkins is something of a honey evangelist. He takes a daily
elixir: warm honey lemon water.

Two years ago, he reconnected with Curtis Waites, a childhood
friend who was passing through the Delta. Waites, it turned out,
loves honey too. He runs Sunrise Bee & Honey, an apiary outside
of Hattiesburg.

A few months after that visit, Waites called again. “He said,
‘Well, how would you like to have a bunch of hives out there?’”
Waites calls the setup a win-win. The Delta offers a later nectar
flow than crops in southern Mississippi.

Last spring Waites trucked fifty hives to Glen Allan, then
returned in October to collect the bees. Rather than sell to the
commodity market, Dinkins designed a label and picked a
distinctive bottle. It’s an appropriate Delta look, reminiscent of a
fifth of whiskey.

Though he’s seen no formal research, Dinkins believes the American lotus growing in his wetlands appeals
to the bees. It’s also a great food source: almost every part of the plant is edible.
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